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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



A. L. A. CONFERENCE, 1921 

Swampscott, Massachusetts, June 20-27 



The fobty-thibd annual conference of 
the American Library Association will be 
held at the New Ocean House, Swampscott, 
Massachusetts, June 20-27, 1921. 

Swampscott is twelve miles from Bos- 
ton and is one of the "finest among the 
many summer resorts along the beautiful 
North Shore. Here, facing the wide ex- 
panse of Massachusetts Bay, and fronting 
upon a broad curving sandy bathing beach, 
stands the New Ocean House, a long es- 
tablished, well-known and widely popular 
resort hotel. During the past two years 
it has been greatly enlarged, re-arranged 
and beautified, its capacity much increased. 
With expanded facilities, its attractive en- 
vironment makes it an ideal spot for a 
restful summer sojourn by the sea." 

"The New Ocean House consists of two 
distinct portions: the Main Hotel, and the 
Annex, a splendid seven-story building. 
The Main Hotel has 160 rooms and 80 bath- 
rooms, the Annex 68 rooms and 66 bath- 
rooms. For the accommodation of patrons 
who prefer the privacy of cottage life, 
there are upon the grounds of the hotel, 
and in close proximity to it, four cottages 
of from eight to twelve rooms each." 

Mr. Faxon, chairman of the A. L. A. 
Travel Committee, reports that "the Hotel 
can accommodate, in its main house, seven- 
story fire proof annex, and four private 
cottages, 705 people provided there are two 
in all rooms, and, in the larger rooms, with 
the aid of cots, three, four, five and six 
young ladies are quartered." "I feel sure," 
Mr. Faxon says, "that with the size of the 
rooms and the facilities, there will be no 
kick about thus doubling up in the few big 
rooms." 

Other hotels and boarding houses within 
reasonable distance will accommodate per- 
haps 600 more. 



The dates, June 20-27, were selected by 
the Executive Board because they will not 
interfere with most college commencement 
exercises. 

Special railroad rates may be available; 
it is too early yet for definite information. 
In any case Swampscott is included among 
the New England summer resorts to which 
regular summer tourist rates are some- 
times available after the first of June. 

The program is in the making. Only 
one thing is certain, namely, that a confer- 
ence near Boston will inevitably have a 
distinctly "literary" flavor. It may per- 
haps be not too much to hope that libra- 
rians this year will have an opportunity to 
be entertained by some of New England's 
most distinguished men of letters. 

In selecting the meeting place for 1921 
the Executive Board considered numerous 
hotels and cities. 

An invitation from Southern librarians 
to meet somewhere in the South was given 
special attention. Richmond and Asheville 
were both able to offer satisfactory accom- 
modations, but the Board, remembering 
Washington and Louisville, thought a 
Southern meeting must necessarily be an 
early meeting. This seemed particularly 
undesirable in 1921, in view of the fact 
that the meeting in 1920 was so early as to 
be a great inconvenience to college libra- 
rians. The Board also took into account 
the fact that the President this year is con- 
nected with a University, and must, in 
spite of her presidency, conform to univer- 
sity schedules. 



Mr. M. S. Dudgeon states that those who 
go to A. L. A. and other meetings at the 
expense of cities or states or at the ex- 
pense of the federal government are en- 
titled to get railroad tickets without tax. 



